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Councillors Present  :

Cllr. Jarlath Munnelly, Cathaoirleach





Cllr. Eddie Staunton





Cllr. Seamus Weir 





Cllr. Gerry Ginty

Cllr. Michelle Mulherin

Cllr. Annie May Reape





Cllr. Mary Kelly, Méara, Ballina Town Council

Officials Present  :

Mr Paddy Mahon, Director of Services





Mr Noel Burke, Senior Engineer








Mr Paul Benson, Senior Executive Officer







Mr Paul Dolan, Senior Executive Engineer





Mr John McMyler, Senior Executive Planner





Mr Declan Turnbull, Dept. Community & Enterprise





Ms Mary Gordon, Senior Staff Officer

Others :



Mr Pat Staunton, Regional Design Office, MCC.








Mr Paddy Mahon, Director of Services, welcomed everyone to the Annual Meeting of Ballina Electoral Area Committee; in particular, Cllr. Gerry Ginty who had been successfully elected in the recent Local Elections 2009.   Mr Mahon also thanked Cllr. Eddie Staunton for his previous two years as Cathaoirleach of the Ballina Electoral Area Committee.

ITEM 1 : 

ELECTION OF

Proposed by Cllr. Michelle Mulherin,
CATHAOIRLEACH 
Seconded by Cllr. Seamus Weir,
OF BALLINA

ELECTORAL AREA


and resolved
COMMITTEE.






“That Cllr. Jarlath Munnelly be appointed as 



Cathaoirlach of Ballina Electoral Area Committee”.



As Cllr. Munnelly’s nomination was uncontested, the Members 
proceeded to 
congratulate Cllr. Munnelly on his election.



Cllr. Munnelly thanked his colleagues for their support and proceeded to take 
position in the Chair for the July meeting of Ballina Electoral Area 



Committee, 

ITEM 2 :

TO AGREE


MEETING’S 


SCHEDULE FOR

BALLINA ELECTORAL

AREA COMMITTEE

Proposed by Cllr. Michelle Mulherin:

FOR FOLLOWING YEAR.         
Seconded by Cllr. Annie May Reape,



And Resolved :




“That the Bi-monthly Meetings of Ballina Electoral Area




Committee be held on the 1st Wednesday of the Month,




 at 10.00am, where possible”.




Cllr. Jarlath Munnelly suggested that a Calendar of Meetings




be prepared and circulated to all Members, identifying 




in advance the proposed dates for the Area 




Committee’s Meetings for the following 12 months.




Following brief discussions on potential Meeting’s dates, 




Mr Paul Benson, Senior Executive Officer, agreed to this 


proposal, and confirmed that such Calendar would be



circulated to the Members

ITEM 3:

TO ADOPT MINUTES 

OF BALLINA ELECTORAL
Proposed by  Cllr. Seamus Weir:

AREA COMMITTEE

Seconded by Cllr. Michelle Mulherin,

MEETING HELD ON

6th APRIL, 2009 :


AND RESOLVED: 







“That the Minutes of previous Ballina Electoral Area




Committee Meeting, held on 6th April, 2009, in 



Moygownagh Community Centre, be adopted as 



circulated”.



ITEM 4:

TO AGREE PROPOSED

ARRANGEMENT IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH S85
Mr Mahon outlined the history of the Jackie Clarke
OF THE LOCAL GOVERN-
project, which was being advanced through the 

MENT ACT, 2001, IN 

co-operation of Mayo County Council (owner of

RELATION TO THE DESIGN
the building) and Ballina Town Council (in whose

& DELIVERY OF THROUGH
jurisdiction the building itself is located).   This

THE PLANNING PROCESS
project is evidence of the successful collaboration

OF THE PROPOSED

of two authorities, working in the common interest.

JACKIE CLARKE LIBRARY
He requested the Members support of the proposal 

AT PEARSE STREET,

outlined, in accordance with the provisions of 

BALLINA.


Section 85 of the Local Government Act, 2001.





Members raised a number of queries in relation 





to the current status of the project, particularly in relation to 




recent rumours circulating that  the project may not remain in 





Ballina.
Mr Mahon advised Members, in summary, of the terms of 



the bequest of the Jackie Clarke Collection, one of which was that





the Collection was to remain in Ballina.    He confirmed that a 





“controlled exhibition” was scheduled to take place in Ballina 




Library, in September 2009. 





Proposed by Cllr. Seamus Weir:





Seconded by Cllr. Annie May Reape, 





AND RESOLVED





“That notice of the proposed entry into an agreement in 




accordance with Section 85 of the Local Government Act, 2001, 





be approved by the Members of Mayo County Council”. 

ITEM 5:

TO APPROVE DISPOSAL

OF DWELLINGHOUSE AT
Mr Paul Benson, Senior Executive Officer, outlined the

COONEAL, CORRAUN,

history of this tenancy, informing Members of the options

BALLINA, IN ACCORDANCE
open to the Council in the matter.   Having considered

WITH SECTION 183 OF

each of these options, it had been considered the most

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

reasonable option was to dispose of the property to 

ACT, 2001.


the family of the former tenant, in accordance with the





terms contained in the Notice as circulated.





Mr Benson responded to queries raised by individual 





Members in relation to the proposal.





Proposed by Cllr. Eddie Staunton:





Seconded by Cllr. Annie May Reape, 





AND RESOLVED





“That the Members of Ballina Electoral Area Committee 




approve of the proposed disposal of dwellinghouse at 





Cooneal, Corraun, Ballina, to Mr Raymond Flynn, in 





accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local 




Government Act, 2001, as circulated”. 

ITEM 6:

TO APPROVE DISPOSAL

OF LANDS AT TOWNPLOTS
Mr Paul Benson, Senior Executive Officer, outlined the

WEST, KILLALA TO

history of this proposed land swap involving former land

M/S DAMIEN & OLIVIA

owner and Mayo County Council, and the fact that
LAVELLE,  IN ACCORDANCE
new owners were agreeable to proceeding with the 

WITH SECTION 183 OF

original arrangement involving Mayo County Council.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
 

ACT, 2001.


The proposed arrangement would facilitate the





Council in the provision of Car Parking accommodation





in Killala Town.


 


Proposed by Cllr. Eddie Staunton:





Seconded by Cllr. Annie May Reape, 





AND RESOLVED





“That the Members of Ballina Electoral Area Committee 




approve of the proposed disposal of lands at 





Townplots West, Killala, to M/s Damien & Olivia Lavelle,





in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local 




Government Act, 2001, as circulated”.
ITEM 7 : 

TO NOTE PROPOSAL
CONCERNING THE

Mr Pat Staunton, Regional Design Office, Mayo
CONSTRUCTION OF AN
               County Council, outlined to the Meeting details

UNDERPASS UNDER N26
of the proposed “accommodation” works which
AT TONYBAUN (DED Mount
had been provided for under the 2007 N26 Roadworks
Falcon), BALLINA. 

Scheme (Ballina to Bohola) which was the awaiting 





outcome of C.P.O. Oral Hearing (Feb. 2008).





Mr Staunton confirmed that the finance for this particular 





Project was in place, and the proposal was submitted 





in an effort to advance the planning process, pending the 




confirmation of the approval of the CPO.





Mr Staunton stated his belief that the CPO would





be confirmed by An Bord Pleanala. 





Proposed by Cllr. Eddie Staunton:





Seconded by Cllr. Seamus Weir, 





AND RESOLVED





“That the Members of Ballina Electoral Area Committee 




note the proposal concerning the construction of an 





Underpass on N26 at Tonybaun (Mount Falcon), Ballina, 




which had recently been advertised in accordance with the 




requirements of Part 8 of the Planning & Development 




Regulations, 2001”.





Proposed by Cllr. Gerry Ginty:





Seconded by Cllr. Michelle Mulherin: 





AND RESOLVED





“That the Members of Ballina Electoral Area Committee 




write to An Bord Pleanala, stating their dissatisfaction with 




the lengthy delay in determining this C.P.O. which had rested 




with their Office since early 2008”.





In addition, the Members also requested that this Item be 





included on the September Meeting’s Agenda, for further 





follow-up.





Mr Paddy Mahon, Director of Services, thanked 





Mr Staunton for his attendance at the Meeting, and for 





dealing with Members queries.

ITEM 8:

PLANNING REPORT.

Mr John McMyler  Senior Executive Planner, responded to 





Members queries concerning the Planning Report which





had been circulated.    Plan. Ref. P09/298 referred.

OTHER MATTERS :

Mr Declan Turnbull, Dept. of Community & Enterprise, 





addressed the Meeting, explaining that due to a clash of 




commitments he had expected not to be able to attend 




this Meeting.   However, due to changed arrangements he 




was happy to address the Meeting and advise Members 




regarding current projects which his Department were 





involved in.





1.   Election of County Community Forum members 





had recently taken place, with the 4 newly elected Members 




being named as :





(a)  Mr Ann Wallis [new];   (b) Mr Kieran Mulhern [new];





(c) Ms Síobhan Gough, [new]  & (d) Mr P.J. Lynn (re-elected).  





All four members were from the Crossmolina area, and it was 




proposed to introduce the new members of the Extended 





Area Committee to the Council’s elected representatives, at 





the November meeting. 





2.   Bellacorick Enterprise Fund :   Details of the fund were 




due to be advertised next week, under the administration of 




Mayo County Council’s Community & Enterprise Dept.    The 




fund amounted to €3m, which was aimed at development of 




enterprise and job training.   Full details of the Fund would be 




circulated to all Elected Members in the coming days.    




Funding available : Private enterprise      ..   60% 




 

          Community enterprise     ..    75% 

3. Pride of Place Adjudication taking place at 2.00pm  in Moygownagh, on Wednesday, 8th July, 2009.

Mayo County Council had nominated Moygownagh Community for an award in the National Pride of Place competition.  All Members were invited to be in attendance at the presentation to the Judging Panel.   





Proposed by Cllr. Michelle Mulherin:





Seconded by Cllr. Jarlath Munnelly :





And RESOLVED :





“That all future  Ballina Area Committee Meetings’ Agenda will 




incorporate a Housing and Roads Report”.

Mr Paddy Mahon, Director of Services, agreed that these Items would be included on future Agendas.

HOUSING REPORT:

Mr Paul Benson, Senior Executive Officer, provided a summary report on the current position concerning the Housing Grants Schemes operated by Mayo County Council.

He advised that existing funds were insufficient to meet all previous approvals issued, due to the extensive level of take-up of the grants.   Accordingly, NO further grants could be approved, pending the allocation of further funds for this purpose.   It was his expectation that as the year progressed, and claimants were seeking payment for the works done, that funding would become more scarce.  He advised that the local authority had flagged potential problems with the new schemes from the outset, but the DoELHG had proceeded with the introduction of same.  Currently, the 3 new Grants Schemes were under review by the DoEHLG, for this reason. 

Members indicated their frustration and annoyance at this announcement.

Proposed by Cllr. Michelle Mulherin,

Seconded by Cllr. Seamus Weir,

AND RESOLVED :

“That Ballina Electoral Area Committee write to the HSE, and the DoEHLG advising of their dissatisfaction with the manner in which the current Schemes are being operated”.

Proposed by Cllr. Eddie Staunton :

Seconded by Cllr. Michelle Mulherin :

AND RESOLVED :

“That Ballina Electoral Area Committee request the Housing S.P.C. to include an item on ‘Housing Grants’ for discussion on their forthcoming Meeting’s Agenda”.

Mr Paul Benson, Senior Executive Officer, agreed to notify the SPC of this request.

ROADS REPORT:





Members voiced their concerns regarding the future 





livelihood of the Council’s Outdoor staff, having regard to the 




reduced level of funding allocated under the 2009 Roads 




Programme.  





Mr Noel Burke, Senior Engineer, indicated that he was 




satisfied there was sufficient, but limited, funds in place to 




maintain the workforce to the end of 2009.  However, he 




cautioned that it was “future”, unplanned or emergency 




events which would dictate just how tight funding would be.





He advised that Staff in all Departments were equally 





effected by the current economic situation, as the impact of 




same was “budgetary based”, rather than due to changes in 




work practices etc.





Mr Mahon, Director of Services, confirmed that Mayo County 




Council would endeavour not to have to let staff go, unlike 




many of our neighbouring authorities, and he reminded 




Members that Mayo County Council must ensure all monies 




due to the Authority are collected, to avoid the foregoing 




situation presenting.



This concluded the business of the Meeting.






MINUTES OF BALLINA ELECTORAL AREA


COMMITTEE MEETING HELD IN THE COUNCIL


CHAMBER, BALLINA CIVIC OFFICES, ON


FRIDAY, 3rd JULY, 2009, AT 10.00am








